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INTRODUCING JOB TEMPLATES 
Ming Xu, Windows HPC Group, Microsoft Corporation 

 
What is a job template?  Why should I care?  How should I use the job template feature? 
  

GETTING STARTED 

 
In the narrowest sense, a job template serves as a pattern for the creation of jobs.  Job templates are 
defined by the admin and used by users when submitting jobs.  Job templates usually define the job 
parameters for a specific usage of an application.  As such, they free the user from having to learn the 
job scheduler nomenclature before they can submit jobs from the Job Manager UI or the Command Line 
Interface (CLI).  Let us see how a user submits a job using job template. 
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In this cluster there are four nodes.  Three are in the node group "ApplicationX" and two nodes in the 

node group "BigMemory".  To learn how to create a node group or Ƨƻō ǘŜƳǇƭŀǘŜΣ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ άDŜǘǘƛƴƎ 

{ǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ .Ŝǘŀ м ƻŦ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ It/ {ŜǊǾŜǊ нллуέ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΦ 

Consider using the cluster to serve two groups of users:  one group uses Application X for small 
simulation runs and the other big and long simulation runs. To those ends, the admin creates two job 
templates, "Simple Application X Jobs" and "Advanced Application X Jobs".  To submit jobs using these 
templates, the user launches the job console UI from Start -> All Programs -> Microsoft Compute Cluster 
Pack -> Compute Cluster Job Console, the following UI will pop up: 
  

 
  
  
To user then: 
 
1. Click "Create New Job" on the Actions pane  
2. hƴ ǘƘŜ ά/ǊŜŀǘŜ bŜǿ Wƻōέ ŘƛŀƭƻƎΣ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ the "Simple Application X Jobs" template using the άJob 

Template Nameέ combo box 


